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Ir' terms of music and movies, 1582
Was an unexpectedly significant year
n guasr culture. The movies “Making
Lowe ™ "Personzl Bast" and "Vicoor!
Victoria" were released in theaters. The
UK band, Cutture Club, led by the arigina
gender-bender Boy George, burst onio
Tne scens and oped the charts, even
winning a Bast Mew Artist Grammy
Award in the process.
That zame year, 8 singsr namead

Jozie Cotton releaszed her debut album
“Conwertible Music®, containing the campy
new wiave single “Johnmy, Are You Queer?
{written by Bobby and Larson Paine).
Depending on where you Beed, itwas
gither a hit or just bubbding under. One
thing’s fior certain, it helped to put Cotton
an the radar of a lot of LGETO+ folks. es-
pecially those with a good sense of humor,
Of course, the fiber of Comon's talent is
greater than that. Over the course of her
caresr, she relessed six more albums. had
songs featured on movie soundracks, and
founded her own record label As a record
mzgul, he's been able to reizsue previous
alobumns, including “Pussycat Babylon™ on
vinyl. 2z well 35 ze2 o the long-awated CD
debut of “Carvertible Music” Comon, whao
s embarking on an autumn 2021 concert
TOUr Was gracious encugh [o make ime
far an interview before himing the road

lasie, 2022 marks the $0th anniver-
sary of the release of your debut al-
bum Convertible Music, which has been
rereleased in an expandad edition on
cobored vinyl as well as on CD by Bomp!
and your own Kitten Robot Records. Do
you hawve anything special in the works
to mark the occasion?

didn't even realize thatwas the caze.
[Laughs] | didn't know there was an anni-
wersany ooming. so thank you! | don't hawe
plans at this moment, but it sounds fke
snould start making them right now.

Diid you have gay friends at the time that
“Johnny, Are You Queer?.” the hit single
from Convertible Music, was released
and, if so, were you concerned about
howe they would react to the song?

| prews wp with & whale gay parade

of friends of my mom's. She was very
orogressive, atthe tme, in Dallas, Texas
She hiad gay weddings in her howse. Her
oest friends were gay. | grew up in 3 Dallet
sudio [laughs] with a lot of male danc-
ers whao swung that way. And my father
mrned out to be gay. I'm immersed init

Do you recall the way your friends and
family reacted to the song?

My friends loved it Everyone in California
wias prety elated over the fact that they
had a song that they thought of as their
own, which was lovely. The only pecple
witvo were confused and angry [laughs]

az they uzually are was the religious
right. who were protesting at KROQ
witvere | think “Johnny...” was numiber two
{in airplay popularity). They thought | was
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a gay man trying to convert people to ho-
mosexualiny [lsughs]l Becauss | have an
odd sense of humear, | would watch some
of these crazy shows. They were playing
“Jobnny, Are You Queer? at half-speed.
(Televangelists) Jan and Paul Crouch, who
had a whole worldwide TV network, said

wasn't real. | remember thinking. “God,

sound just like Brian YWilson.” when they
played it at half speed. (Sings “Johnmy,
are you queer, boy” very slowhy) [Laushs]
they were orying and screaming an TV,

was thinking, “Mo, no. we didn’t mean
that! You're miszing the whole idea of
this." [ was just strange.

Az you probably know, there was some
reaction on the East Coast that was not
as friendly a= it was on the West Coast
fior some reason. It's ahways besn kind
of 3 mysteny to me, how | was banned in
Armeterdam, which | thioughs was kind of
a wonderful moment in my [fe [laughs].
That's something | can be proud, | supposs
Tl choose to be. A lot of younger friends
didn't know there was an issue with that
wiord. They took it in the spirit that it was
wiritben, wiich | think was wery innocent.
Twas more like 3 phenomenan that was
happening. In the androgynous new wave
days. girls wera falling for bays, and you
diidn't krow guite wihiat wias going on
Alzo, | considered it an acting job on my

oart becsusze | always had great gaydar
Jaughsl, out of the womb. The girl sing-

ng that song was dumb as a bag of rocks
Jaughs]. It's like, “What? Yow don't know
vihat's happening? That was the funay
part of it 1o me, because she was just so
cluslesz And it was done 5o innacendy.
Thatwas the whaole idea of i | think on the
East Coast, ithad an odd pairing in that. in
scheme of things, itwas when AIDS was
Ccoming to the Ea; Cioast. | didn't realize it
until much later, | understand wiy there
vias a reaction tome, likewho am lto
come in and ask this question, when all this
ragedy was going on | did apprediate that
n time. that that was poor timing.

But it was by no means intentional,
Mo, it wasn't. Someone asked me, “What
wiould it be fike if that song was com-
ng cut now, and no one ever said that
before, or used that word in a way that

wiasn't derogatory like that
song does? It has no de-
meaning intent at 2. | really
think that it couldn’t come out
today. It had to come out at
that moment [t didn't have o
be me. At that maoment thers
was an innocence, and (the
song provided) a dancey way
to defang a word in this way.
(Mowd | think people are =o
politically correct, | don't think
that word would fiy.

The popularity of the song
and the neglect you received
from the major label, ulti-
miately resulted in your being
labeled a “one-hit wonder,”
People tend to have strong
feelings about thiat monid-
ker gither they seeitasa
badee of honor or a source of
shame. Where do you stand?
This is funny tome, becauss it
wiasn'ta hit. lkwas banned from the radio
Jaughs]. | never made maney from it |
vionider what they mean by “hit” in “one-
hit wonder” because | just took a bullet fo
that song, basically. | al=o had songs that
charted much higher than that, so that's
riot even accurate. Another part of it is
that it was meore like an atom bomb, that
zong. lvactually caused seizmic change
nan imisible way. T seemed like 8 joke
tnen. People alzo =aid that | zang “joke
songs.” It was so much mare than that.
| just fesl proud that | was a part of

that because | think the right people own
that word. | feel a senze of pride when |
hiear people so casually uss the word. “Tm
agueer attist I'm a guesr singsr | feel
kind of good that that is in the workd now
and | had =ome small part in doing that.
we had o many gay men and I::ws come
up w0 me and say that that was the song
that gave them permizzion to be gay

We're speaking the day before you
are scheduled to perform as part
of the Last "8ls Live all-star line-up.
What does it mean to you to be part
of such an event?
we done quite 3 few of these now,. The
Last 20z | avoiced them liks the plagus
up wntil @ cougle of years ago because |
wias doing =o many different types and
styles of music that | did not want to be as-
socigted with the "B0s, honesthy. |went my
owwr way, and that freed me az an artist
£0 I:I'-EII: wias 3 good thing.

A couple years ago, it came up Sgain
and lwent, 0K Il dathat Then | kine
of fell back in lowve with the "B0= sound
Jaughs]. | remember i in a different way
than now (wien) ' perceiving it as Nm
singing it. Iz became fun again [laughs=]. |
wias doing these shows and now I'm at the
:r:uir't whera 'm like. " | can't one more

" | think I'm almast at the end of miy

al: .._1' to go back in time Jaughs] because. .

o There’s 5o much more to you,

Right! There iz =0 much maore, yes. | fies
ke 'm better atwhat | doo songeric-
ng conceptual art. | think of miyself as

a conceps artst, really. Beery album has
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a completely different aesthetc. That's
wihere | feel alive wihen I'm doing that But
wihen | play these shows. and the Greek
Thearer [in LA is just a grander version of
these shows, the peoole are =0 ecstatic
describe it as performing for 10,000 puo-
pies, and | lowve puppies! They're =0 happy
and they're almost orying because you're
connected with their lives. All their memo-
ries are connected with youw.

So, it's lovely. I'm so flattered and
touched by all of that. Buz when I'm an
stage, | don't feel like I'm fufilled 3z an ar-
=t when 'm just doing "B0= zongs from so
ong ggo. | don't think that's the whole of
me iz what I'm saying.

"Comertible Music” was originally
released on vinyl, and some of your
more recent recordings, incdud-
ing 2007 s “Invasion of the B-Girls,”
200s “Pussycat Babylon” and
201 %s “Everything Is Oh Yeah,” have
also been given the vinyl treatment.
What do you think about the vinyl re-
Surgence among music lovers?

think it's fantastic because the people
wiho are inta vimyl really are collectors
Thiey're in love with the sound of wiry
and having the arowork; something that
they can haold in their hand it's a kind of
3 vary vizceral experience when you can
read all the lyrics. | think that's a whole
part of the experience of music. Kids,
especially, love the vinyl. | didnt realize
that D= are back, too! A lot of people
couldn’t gt my material on Elektra
Decause they never put it out on CD,
for some reason. But | don't know quite
winere they're getting their CD players,
Decause it's been eliminated fraom the
earthly planet

The 2021 vinyl reissue of Pussycat
Babylon comes at a time when electro-
pop continues to be a popular musi-
cal genre. The club-oriented song "All

| Can See |s the Face of Bruce Lee,”

im particular, sounds like the kind of
track that would be a hit with the gay
crowd at Tea Dance,

For the song "See the Mew Hong Kong”
therewere guite a faw dance remixes of
that in Europe. This album was a limited
release (on CO) 10 years ago. That kind
of did & numiber ower in Europe. Then
Tiésto did a remix of “If A Liz Was Lowe”
t's fantastic! We're doing a 12-inch single
wiith "Calling All Girls" and the B-sideis
“Stop lggy Pop.”

Have you ever encountered a drag
queen performing any of your songs
in her act?

Yes! "H | Like You" was 3 hugs drag
guesn song in Los Angeles, | discow-
ered. | love that becausze there's 2 lot
of refarences to trans and pink cotton
candy and hookers. A crazy song about
the dark side of love and liking people,
out really being & mu'tiple perzonal-

ty [laughs]. The end you don't want ©
come e in a relationship. They got the
humor of it and | was so thrilled. | told
ny Ccoproducer and he was so ecsiatic
o hear that becawse that means you've
done something great at that poine




